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Comments on the sacred writings of the Jews and Chris- 
tians : Genesis, Chapter the fifth. 


ON PRETERNATURAL LONGEVITY. 


In this chapter we have an account of nine persons 
whose ages far surpass the ordinary and common life of 
man in modern times. Supernatural theology delights in 
the marvellous—it seeks to plunge the human mind into the 
depths of difficulties and surround it with inextricable myste- 
ries. Six.of the persons named in this chapter are said to 
have lived each of them more than nine hundred years ;— 
an incredible protraction of human life, and unworthy the se- 
rious belief of any one,unless it had been supported by irrefu- 
table testimony or by evidence bearing some analogy to the 
laws,and facts of the physical world. It is true that the life 
of man may vary in many respects indifferent ages and coun- 
tries, and its duration may partake visibly of this variation ; 
but not to the.extent mentioned in this chapter. Climate, 
modes.ofliving,and many other circumstances may contribute 
toextend or shorten the period of human.existence—this is a 
factwithin the compassand knowledge of our own observation. 
In Sweden, a high and healthy country, the inhabitants itis 
said are remarkable for longevity. It is related by travellers, 
that it is not uncommon in that country to see ten persons 
together whose ages united shall amount to one thousand 
years. A great age this compared with the life of man in the 
Yopical regions—but after all these venerable Swedes are but 
mere children when set off against the methusalahs of anti- 
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uity. There isa vast difference between one hundred years 
and nine hundred and sixty—so great a difference that if the 
one be sipported by substantial proof, the other carries on 
its face the marks of fiction, or of fraud. But religious fa. 
naticism isa kind of immoral phantom that claims the right 
of telling lies forthe glory of God, and for the advancement 
of its own nefarious and detestable purposes. Luxury and 
intemperance imeivilized countries have undoubtedly in ma. 
ny instances contributed to shorten the duration of human 


life—while wantyimclemency, famine, and an unprotected 


condition have leftthe savage man in astate not more favo. 


rable to the protraetion of his existence. When we survéy 
however the history of man, his organization, the Character 
























of his being physical and moral, the nature, 
the facts furnished by constant experience, relative 
ration of human life, we are driven by the most i 
consideration to pronounce this account of r a) vell . 
vity to be nothing more than an extravagant fictio 
quity, inconsistent with the laws and ordinary o 1s of 
nature. Some have hadrecourse to vegetable diet to explain 
the difficulty—but this if it were true, would not answer the 
 s 2 a ae tite sre © og 
purpose, for we know individuals and even parts of nations 
who live wholly upon vegetable food, and yet no such extra- 
ordinary effect isiproduced. Besides this, it is mottrtie that 
they lived upon vegetables at that period of the world—tfor 
we are told that Nimrod was a mighty hunter b 
Lord, and the whole history of the Jews proves 
dealt much in the blood of beasts as well as the blood o 
Savage nations are always Carnivorous, and aay ta 
fact in regard to God’s chosen people.” The state o "know: 
ledge among them, was at a low ebb, and their jal il- 
luminations gave them no /pre-eminence over the rest of 
mankind. If any man ever lived nine hundred years it must 
have been a miracle—but this is inconsistent with the per- 
fections of the deity, and makes the creator at war with his 
own arrangements. All the theological books in the worl 
should never induce us to abandon the true character @ 
God and the unchangeable laws by which he governs th 


world. 
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75 
SUPERSTITION. 


7 has been the severest curse and the most excrucia- 
ting scourge of the humanrace. Superstition has prostrated 
allhuman dignity before its bloody and mysterious altars! 
Virtue, science, truth, and happiness have alternately or con- 
jointly become the objects of its malevolent vengeance, 
while the history of the ancient hemisphere, and the new, 

bears the most ample testimony tothe reality of this asser- 
tion. The island of Hispaniola—the fertile plains of Mexico 
and Peru—are still rising up in judgment against the cruel- 
ty, murders and savage ferocity of the meek and humble fol- 
lowers of the lowly Jesus. Surely the crimes of christian 
superstition ought to strike with horror the moral and sen- 
timental reflections of every upright and intelligent man up- 
on the face of the earth. The following energetic descrip- 
tion of superstition is taken from the writings of Pope, and 
is So strongly united with historic faét as to give ita just 
claim to immortality in the estimation of the whole human 


race. 


Force first made conquest, and that conquest, law, 

‘Till Superstition taught the tyrant awe; 

Then shar’d the tyranny, then lent it aid, 

And Gods of conquerors, slaves of subjects made: 

She, ’midst the light’nings, blaze, and thunder’s sound, 
Wher rock’d the mountains, and when groan’d the ground, 
She taught the weak to bend, the proud to pray, 

To power unseen, and mightier far than they : 

She from the rending earth and bursting skies, 

Saw Gods descend, and fiends infernal rise : 

Here fix’d the dreadful, there the blest abodes 

Fear made her devils, and weak hope her gods : 

Gods partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 

Whose attributes were rage, revenge, or lust ; 

Such asthe souls of cowards might conceive, 

And form’d like tyrants, tyrants would believe. 

Zeal then, not charity, became the guide, 

And hell was built on spite, and heaven on pride. 
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COMMUNICATION FOR THE PROSPECT. 


A MORE ridiculous’specimen of nonsense is not to be found 
on the annals of human folly, or was ever imposed up- 
upon the credulity of mankind, than the continual contest 
for superior power between God and the Devil, as represent- 
ed in the scripture. In the 3d chapter of Genesis the devil 
is represented to have laid the foundation of all human mi- 
sery, by persuading mother Eve to eat the forbidden fruit 
which God (notwithstanding his omnipresence) seems to 
have been wholly ignorant of what was going on till he took 
a walk into the garden, in the cool of the day, to take the fresh 
air. And even then he had, to enquire of Adam what had 
been done in his absence, and afterwards trace the story 
from one to another up to its original source before he seems 
to have understood the business, or to have discovered the 
wicked scheme by which the devil so completely defeated all 
his benificent intentions, and diffused sin and misery through 
the whole fabric of his handy work. In this instance the 
devil seems to have outwitted the almighty by taking the ad- 
vantage of his absence—but in Job, Chap. II. Verse 3d, he 
is represented as having completely overpowered him.— 
There god addresses himself to the devil, and charges 
him with having moved him against poor Job, to des- 
troy him withouta cause; This is giving the devil the up- 
perhand with a witness. He is said to have moved that be- 
ing whom the Jews and christians believe to be the creator 
and preserver of the universe, to commit the most atrocious 
crime that any being can possibly be guilty of, to destroy an 
innocent man without a cause. 


There are various other parts of the Bible in which these 
two prominent agents in the christian scheme, God and the 
Devil, are represented as contending for the prerogative, 
which the writers have sometimes given to one, and some- 
times tothe other. But inthe 20th chapter of Revelation 
they have given God apparently a complete triumph over the 
devil, who they say was bound in chains and cast into a 
gulph of eternal misery. But let us enquire what was the 
event of this conquest. Did God keep this Demon of wick- 
edness safely secured in this infernal abode? Alas poor 
christians he did not. For we are told in the same chapter 
that he shall be loosed out of his prison at the expiration of 
one thousand years. And for what purpose, “to go about, 
says the scripture, and deceive the nations which are in the 
four quarters of the earth.” And what is to be done with 
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ose Who are deceived by him. They will be cast we are 
wid into a lake burning with fire and brimstone, to remaim 
forever because they were deceived by this devil, who wae 
posed out of his prison by God himself, and sent forth 
»mongst them on purpose to deceive them. 


If this was done with God’s owmn free will, and not for 
vant of power to keep the devil im confinement, it is impos- 
sible to figure to ourselves a more malevolent and treache- 
ous being thamthe christian God, who after having ercated 
man “ for his own glory,” could thus be the instrament of 
his destruction, by letting loose a devil who was chained 
in prison On purpose to deceive him, in consequence of which 
he must suffer the most excruciating torment to all eternity. 
fon the other hand it was not in his power to keep the de- 
ril in the bottomless pit, then the contestis yet undecided, 
md the world aceording to the bible scheme is governed by 
two powers, the one good and the other wicked, whe are ime 
céssantly contending for the prerogative. 

“ Can such a system satisfy the mind ; 

“ Are two sole Gods with equal powers enjomed? 
“Ts orie superior equal? if you say 

** Chaos returns, since neither will obey. 

** Is one superior good or ill must reign, 


** Eternal joy or everlasting pain.” 
| Jeny ws. 


All supernaturalists have decorated their schemes of re- 
ligion with devils and demi Gods—but it must be evident 
to every man of reflection, that no such beings can exist in 
ature. For if they were invested with power to controul 
the will ef the deity, the harmony of nature, and the immu- 
tability of her laws would be destroyed, and if they do not 
possess such a power, for what purpose do they exist? 


JUVENIS. 


ain 





Ee Manicheans, once no inconsiderable sect of christians, 
rejected as spurious our whole Néw Testament, and shewed 
other scriptures. Zhe acts of the eposties was denied by the 
Corinthians and Marcionstes. Net only the Acts were rejects 
ed by the Encratites and Seversane, but ali Paul's cpisties. 
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St. Chrysostom, in a Homily he made on the title of the Acts 
says, “ That in this time (which was the end of the fourth 
“ century) not only the author and collector, but the book it. 
self, was unknown to many.” The Valentinians and many 
ancient sects of christians accused our scriptures of error 
and imperfection, of contradiction and insuffictency without 
tradition, as we are informed by Jrenaus. ‘The Ebionttes or 
Nazarenes, who were the first christians, rejected all Paul's 
episties, as those of an enemy and an impostor, as say Origen 
aad Lusebius. | 
= a a ial 


~~ -.____ =_—— ——— 


Of the credibility of Heretics and Orthodox. 





| s it be objeted, that the Authority of Heretics is of no va. 
lidity, in answer, with me ‘tis equal to that of Orthodox— 
for every sect were ever heretics to one another. What 
credit can be given to the Orthodox when they re- 
port falsehoods one after another, as if it were for compa- 
ny’s sake, and then their different writings are produced 
for proof to one another of what they say. So this notori- 
ous falsity is asserted by the Orthodox, that Celsus allowed of 
the miracles of Christ, because they have been taught to say 
so, they proceed (either without or against conviction) to as- 
sert after one another what the first falsely said. In other 
‘cases this would argue the greatest partzality in the world, 
and overturn ail those rules, by which the want of the genu- 
ineness of writings can be examined and detected. It follows 
then, thatbecause either side has attested or rejected any thing 
tis no argument with me that it is true or false, on their autho- 
rity orthe want of it. Whereis oppositionto be sought for but 
among those of a different party? And till it can be proved 
that one is given to lying more than another, their evidence 
will be esteemed alike credible. If the authority of Heretics 
is of no account, it is because they want power. And ‘tis 
the having power gives authority to the Orthodox. What 
then can be depended on for truth from any party among them? 
Certainly an impartial man cannot expect-it more on one side 
than another: Therefore the evidence of one party is equalto 
the evidence ofanother with him thatis of neither ; which suf- 
ficiently destroys all authority of christian tradition, and 
leaves us to the guidance of reason only—especially if we far- 
ther consider, that those writings now esteemed apocryphal 
have been received as true by some christian sects—and 


those writings that we esteem true, have been deemed apo- 
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cryphal. And in ancient churches the true and spurious 
have been read together—so that originally they may have 
been alike authentic, for aught any one now living can de- 
termine to the contrary; for the same authority has been 
attributed to the spurious as to the genuine, by one church 


or another. 
With what justice then can it be affirmed, that the authen- 


ticity of St. Paul’s writings cannot be doubted without over- 
turning all rules, by which the authority and genuineness of 
any writings can be proved and confirmed, when their own in- 
consistencies, contradictions, and absurdities, to those that 
carefully search, will be found to be their own refutation.— 
Nothing is more necessary than possitive assertion where 
plain proof is wanting—but nothing looks worse in a dispu- 
tant. The greatest adversary to truth is usurped authority 
—and this is to all my adversaries their best defence: with- 
out these pretentions they candonothing; and with it they 
can do nothing that is right. 








ON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


Ir ever has, and ever will be found, that tyranny and im- 
position thrive best when sanctioned by and incorporated 
with religion, this and ignorance being their most suitable 
soil. Although it cannot reasonably be supposed that the 
Bible was of much consequence in its original state—neither 
is it to be doubted, but that there has been strange alterations 
and large additionsmade to it since the days of the apostles. 
Fanan’s dictionary informs that the Bible underwent a vari- 
ety of alteratiom, Corrections, and revisions between the year 
1300 and 1600; and it’ is a fact, well authenticated, that 
the Biblenever the English language until about 
250 years past. e Romish clergy are not without their 
mysteries: they appearto. have created one absurdity to 
countenance another, affecting to acknowledge the scriptures 
as the infallible revelation of God’s will to man—they, not- 
withstanding, strictly withhold'them from the people under 
the severest penalties, not permitting them to be explainéd 
at all—and, if we attend to the general usefulness of the 
scriptures at present, we shall find that while a small 
part of christendom are reading, meditating, and paying their 
adoration to the Bible, as the wonderful and only means of 
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ealvation to-man, it ts still-withheld by their spiritual guides 
from a much greater proportion of the christian world, as be. 
‘ing liable to be explained by the people in -a-manner danger. 
ous to their eternal -salvation—at the same time the Bi. 
‘ble is-ridteuled, by all the remaining part of the world, asa 
composition ef mere deception and absurdity. This is pro- 
‘bably the present ‘state of that great and glorious system, 
which is said to have cestthe death of a God, has often set 
the world im flames, has desolated and Piswrected countries, 
and actually costthe lives of fifty millions of the human race 
—reprobated by three-fourths of the world, disused by far 
the greater part of the other fourth, and now loosing the 
confidence of its few remaining friends. The pregnant vir. 
gin—the power of the apostles to raise the dead to life, ata 
time when unable to preserve their own, as well asthe birth 
and death of a God, are involuntary articles of faith, -which 
hardly find place in the breast of any but the interested: and 
designing, or the most ignorant part of mankind. 


me 








A POLITICAL LECTURE 
Will be delivered by the Editor of this paper, on Tuesday 


evening next, at 7 o’clock, at Shepherd’s Long-Room, Dru- 


id’s grove Tavern, No. 11, George-street. 
SSE 
PUBLIC DISCOURSES, 


UPON Mora and Puitosopnicat Susyects,. will be 
delivered by the Editor every Sunday evening, at.6 o’elock 
at ‘Snow’s long room, No. 89 Broad-Way. 


IIIS 
NEW-YORK: . 


Paixrep and published by the editor, at No. 26 Chatham- 
street, price 2 dollars per annum, one half paid in advance 
every 6ix months. 
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